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Our learning journey

Funded by the European Commission, the teaching staff of the federation (except one due to illness and one due to maternity leave) embarked on a learning journey to Helsinki for February half term. We are continually looking for areas to improve our teaching to ensure we teach your children to be the best learners they can be; equipping them with skills for life. 

Why Finland?

Finland is right up there in the PISA league tables for their test results in maths, communication and language and sport. Although they do not start formal teaching of maths and reading until children are in their 7th year (our year two), by the time they are 16 years old they have surpassed British outcomes and a much higher percentage of 18 year olds go on to university (80%). 

Our lines of inquiry:

1. Why do they wait until a child is 7 years old before they formally teach?

2. What learning experiences do children have before starting formal schooling? 

3. What can we learn from their practice which will enhance ours and therefore improve our outcomes?
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We found the following Striking Differences:

1. Children start formal school at 6-7 years old (year 2)

2. Children are not tested until they are 16
3. Teachers and schools are trusted and not inspected by outside agencies
4. The early years document is focused on how the teacher should teach and the resources they should use to enable learning to take place rather than what the children should learn by the end of pre school

5. Children learn basic maths skills, phonics and early reading skills through play in pre school, this is very much encouraged and apparent in displays and by observation. Pre school is very much like our reception year but goes from 3 years to six years and full time, 97% of children attend full time pre school. Most children are equipped with basic maths skills and are able to read before they start school.

6. Grade 1 (year 2) is intense with accelerated learning in reading and writing (7 hours a week) and maths (4-5 hours a week)

7. A child's health and wellbeing is the most important focus rather than their academic ability

8. Much focus is placed upon what a child can do well (their strengths) and expanding this to raise self esteem rather than focusing on what a child can't do before they are  ready. 

9. Technology is used freely as a learning aid; children can use their own tablets and phones and are trusted to do so

10. Obesity is rare: active learning is encouraged both indoors and outdoors

11. Children have leadership roles and their opinions are highly valued; they have teaching roles, conflict solving roles, they are in charge of reward systems

12. When children with special educational needs are integrated, they are involved in setting their own targets e.g. for de-escalation. However, they are usually taught in smaller groups with a special educational needs teacher for core subjects and integrated in creative/sport subjects

Every day we reflected on what we had observed, what we had learnt from it, how well we are doing in comparison and what we can do to improve our practice further. We are already doing so many of the good things we observed such as forest school, creating calm learning environments, learning through enquiry, scaffolding learning rather than teaching down and celebrating uniqueness and creativity. However, there is always room for improvement and we felt that the following improvement points were of importance to us:

1. To explore and expand use of global technology to share information, to enhance classroom environment (lighting/visualisers) and for lifelong learning (Skype, Google Classroom, global partners, digital agents). 

2. To improve physical and mental health and wellbeing.

e.g. Grass ski tracks, bike tracks. Wellbeing weeks. Afternoon nurture club (forest school), enhance zones of trust for independence, resilience, self esteem (playhouse, tree cushions). Half an hour morning break instead of 15 mins (possibly start at 0845) providing they reassess huff and puff. Half termly focus for breaks e.g. Hockey, cricket/rounders, mile a day marathon, multi skills. School on the move; more opportunity to move freely
Focus on children’s strengths, goals and the steps they need to get there

Develop a coaching culture

Improve learning space, workspaces continuous provision for older children, living lounges

Teaching/leadership roles for children (mastery/cross-classes),
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To improve outcomes in reading and maths at the end of key stage one.
 Informal teaching, learning through discovery, enquiry and play to end of year 1. Accelerate formal learning in year 2 - basic skills lessons in English and maths. . 

Improve maths recognition in the environment; angles, numbers on steps, measuring natural objects
4. To introduce phenomena based learning weeks linked to family values for lifelong learning (starting in the summer term with entrepreneurship) 
This however, is our opinion of how to improve. We would now like yours. We will be holding open community meetings this half term at both schools. We will show photos of our journey and head up a question/answer session. Your views are important to us and will help us to form our school development plan. Dates and times as follows:

Boskenwyn – 0900 Tuesday 13th March
Germoe – 0900 Wednesday 14th March
Please feel free to attend either meeting, whichever is most convenient for you. 

P.S We had great fun team building too! We ice dipped in the frozen Baltic Sea, went sledging downhill on National Sledging day and watched an Ice Hockey match. 

Mrs Quinney, Mrs Nicholas, Miss Symons, Miss Burns, Mrs Larcombe, Mrs Rusga









